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Elements:
Missing
Synopsis:
On 08/17/2021 | was dispatched to contact |||l via telephone regarding

possible overdue subjects. | contacted i and she stated her clients, Jonathan Gerrish and
Ellen Chung, have not been spoken to since 08/14/2021 and both have missed work on

08/16/2021. said their babysitter arrived on the morning of 08/16/2021 to watch their child-
in-common, {1 ¥/0), but no one was around the residence. stated all of their
personal effects were still at the residence including wallets and cell phones. stated they

frequently go hiking in the area but being gone this long is very unusual along with missing
work. [JJJJij also said their grey 2020 Ford F-150 was gone along with their dog. | responded to
the residence and contacted the babysitter ||| |} j ] ]l 2nd she showed me all of Jonathan
and Ellen's personal belongings that were left behind. | noticed missed calls and messages from
2 days prior on their cell phones. | checked the end of Hites Cove Road where a local trailhead
starts and observed the described vehicle parked with no one around. Search and Rescue was
called out and team members were sent to the South Fork of the Merced River.

Details:

On 08/17/2021 at approx. 0016 hours, | was dispatched to contact ||| ]G vi=
telephone regarding possible overdue subjects.

| contacted [Jij and she stated she is a manager for Jonathan Gerrish and Ellen Chung
and she manages appointments and family affairs including scheduling their babysitter,
stated was scheduled to babysit {1 ¥/0) for Jonathan and
Ellen on 08/16/2021 during the day while they worked. said arrived at their
residence and noticed all of their personal belongings were still there including their cell phones
and wallets. said the cell phones had missed calls and messages from 2 days prior. [}
said their 2020 Ford F-150 Raptor was gone as well as their dog. [JJJij said Jonathan and Ellen
frequently go hiking in the area on the weekends. said Jonathan missed some
appointments at work which is highly unusual for him. said |l was returning to the
residence in an attempt to gather further information as to the whereabouts of Jonathan and
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| responded to Jjjj Hites Cove Road (Juﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁﬂﬂ‘ﬁ Eﬁ"éﬁiégﬁﬁfénﬂﬁl and met with

and she showed me into the residence. | observed Jonathan's wallet with various credit
cards and |.D."s along with his cell phone. | also observed a diaper bag which [} said they
always take with them. Ellen's cell phone was also located with missed calls and text messages
from 2 days prior on it. | checked the property and did not see anything suspicious or out of
placed. i said she arrived at the residence on 08/16/2021 at approx. 1100 hours to
babysit and that is when she started to worry and called i}

| checked the area including a local trailhead to Hites Cove and located Jonathan's
vehicle parked. Search and Rescue was called out and the scene was turned over to Deputy

On 08/17/2021 at approx. 1645 hours, | made contact with who stated on
08/15/2021 at approx. 0745 hours she was walking her dogs on Hites Cove Road and observed
a grey pickup pass her which matched the description of Jonathan's truck. ] stated she
reached the trailhead to Hites Cove and observed the vehicle parked on the hill but did not think

anything of it. |Jij said after hearing about this incident she called to report what she had
s52en.

Recommendations:

Remain active

Follow-up:

|:| Attachments:

Approved by : SGTIIICate . 08/22/2021 08:49 PM
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Supplement 01

On August 18, 2021 at approximately 1400 hours, | called and spoke with the original
reporting party . linformed [ that | was trying te work on a timeline leading up
to them calling us. informed me that she had intermittent conversation with Johnathan
leading up to the weekend. She said that she handles many of his affairs and is usually in
almost constant communication with him. [JjjJj said that she had not been able to reach
Johnathan and he had not read any of her messages beyond Sunday morning. She said that he
is usually busy and may not always respond but she can sea whan he reads her messages.

I s=id that she began to get a bad feeling on Sunday evening when she had not had
any communication with him all day. said that the babysitter,
arrived to watch JJJjij at 1100 am on Monday morning. il told her that she found it odd that
they were gone with the truck but left all their belongings and diaper bag behind. They did not
think too much of it at that time as they are a very active family.

said that as the day progressed though she kept trying to find them and spoke with
friend/employee who told her that he was supposed to meet with Johnathan
but had not been able to reach him. said that she spoke w'rth- again around 1 pm and
. wanted to call law enforcement at that time but they decided to look for them themselves.

said that around 5 pm they began to drive around and physically look for them

themselves. They checked known locations but did not think to go all the way to the Hite's Cove
trailhead. i said that they finally gave up and called for our help late that night (11 pm is
when we received the call).
Approved by : SGTCate : 08/18/2021 04:53 PM
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Supplement 02

On 8/18/2021, | authored a search warrant for Jonathan Gerrish and Ellen Chung's residence at
I Hites Cove Road, Mariposa Ca. | met with Honorable Judgcjl§vho reviewed and
granted the search warrant (S-1231).

Members of the Mariposa County Detective unit responded to JJjj Hites Cove Road. Due to all
the doors and windows locked, Units were able to gain entry through a small window on the
laundry room door, Once inside the residence, photographs were taken of the interior prior to
searching.

During a search of the residence, the following items were located:

1. Game Camera (Game Innovations mode! || ) 'ocated in the driveway on a
cedar tree.

Psilocybin mushrooms located in nightstand in the master bedroom.

Apple MacBook | 'ocated in the front room.

Black Smartphone located in the front room.

Black Smartphone located in the downstairs bedroom.

Apple Laptop located in the downstairs bedroom.

MacBook Pro located in the downstairs bedroom.

Indicia- Jonathan Gerrish located in the downstairs office,

Indicia- Ellen Chung located on the kitchen counter.

O®NDOEWGN

All items were logged and placed into evidence.,

Recommendations:

Attach to main
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On 8/18/2021, | authored a search warrant for Jonathan Gerrish and Ellen Chung's 2020 grey
Ford Raptor [ | met with Honorable Judg<j who reviewed and granted the
search warrant (5-1230).

On 8/19/2021, at approximately 0810 hours, | executed search warrant 5-1230. | conducted a
search of the Ford Raptor and nothing of evidentiary value was located during the search of the
truck.

Recommendations:

Attach to main.

Approved by : SGT I Cate : 08/22/2021 11:56 AM
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Supplement 04

On 8/17/2021, at approximately 1100 hours, | received information Search and Rescue
members located three (3) deceased subjects (two (2) adults and a child) and a dog on the
Savage Lundy trail. Members of the Detective unit responded to the area. Upon arrival,

Detective Sgt. . Detective ], Detective I and Detective ] made their

way down to where the subjects were located (Please refer to Detectivelli Case #'s

I o dctails) while | was tasked with keeping a crime
scene log.

Crime Scene log:

At approximately 1250 hours, Captain [JJJJj. Sergeant ] and Detective ] entered the
scene.

At approximately 1300 hours, Detective [JJjjij and Detective |} entered the scene.

At approximately 1445 hours, Law Enforcement Officer |G vith US Forest Service
arrived on scene,

At approximately 1630 hours, Department of Justice (DOJ) Crime Scene Investigators (Csl)

I - = on scene.
At approximately 1715 hours, |, - icd on

sScene.

loaded the 2020 Ford Raptor || that is
registered to both Jonathan Gerrish and Ellen Chung onto their tow truck. | followed them while
they transported the truck to the Mariposa County Sheriff's Office evidence yard for evidence
storage.

Recommendations:

Attach to main.
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Supplement 05

On August 18, 2021 | met with the extraction team at the Jersydale fire station LZ. At
approximately 1455 hours, | took position of the deceased K-8 and placed it in my ACO vehicle.
The dog was tagged with a body tag.

Dr. qhad previously made arrangements with California Animal Health and
Food Safety Lab for either delivery on this date or the following day for a necropsy on
the dog. By time the dog remains were collected, it was too late in the day to deliver to the Lab
on the August 18, 2021 date. The dog remains were secured in the ACO refrigerator at Animal

Control.

On August 19, 2021 | delivered the dog remains directly to Pathologist ||| NN =t the
I vcre Pathologist [l took possession of the dog remains.

The dog is described as "Oski”, a male 8 year old Aussie/Akita mix with golden long hair coat.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

Afttach to main for review.

Approved by : SGTIIDate : 08/22/2021 12:00 PM
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Supplement 06

On 08/17/2021, Deputy [l request the Mariposa County Search and Rescue (SAR) team be
called out to search for the missing subjects. |, Deputy |l had dispatch personnel make
the call out to the Search and Rescue team. While waiting for team members to respond, |
contacted Cedar Lodge by telephone to see if the subjects may have hiked the Hites Cove trail
down to Highway 140. | also contacted the Office of Emergency Services (OES) and requested
a helicopter to assist with the search. | was informed by OES that the helicopter was not going
to be able to until daylight and would not be airborne until 0800 hours.

| then responded to the Hite Cove trailhead (37° 36.285'N -119" 50.490'W) with Search and
Rescue members, The team and | arrived at the trailhead at 0357 hours. | deployed a two-man
team to search down Hites Cove Road at 0400 hours. Below is a timeline for the SAR team
activities:

0400- Two-man team deployed down Hites Cove road in a Rhino utility task vehicle (UTV).
0413- The team radiced in that they found tracks on the road.

0449- The team radioed in that they made it to “marble point” and were still following tracks.

0640- | received information that the helicopter was going to be coming out of Fresno Air
Mational Guard and would be airborne at 0930 hours,

0645- The team radioed in that they made it to the campaground located at the river and were
heading back, and there no sign of tracks at the campground.

0705- The team radioed in they located tracks heading out trail 20E01.4 and were going to
follow the tracks on foot.

0755- The team radiced in that they were heading back to the frailhead.

0825- Two additional SAR members arrived at Hites Cove trailhead and were sent to the
Savage Lundy trailhead (19E05)

0835- Three more SAR members arrived at the Hites Cove Trailhead.

0843- Those three team members go to the Savage Lundy Trailhead and then start down the
trail with the first two SAR members at that trailhead.

0859- Helicopter took off from Fresno.
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0905-Team returns from Hites Cove Road to trailhead.

0923- Team on Savage Lundy trail call on the radio for a Deputy to meet at the following

coordinates [

(933- Helicopter arrives overhead.

0934- | make contact with helicopter and advise them that two of the three subjects have been
located and to start aerial search of the hillside.

0935- Sergeant [l and | started down the Savage Lundy trail to make contact with the
team that located the first two subjects.

1000- Contacted the team and the two deceased subjects, one adult male and one female child
along with one dog. | also advised the helicopter that the one subject still missing was an adult
female.

At that point, | photographed the deceased subjects and had two of the SAR team members
stand by at the scene while the other three SAR members continued to search for the female
down the trail.

| then started back up the trail to return to the trailhead and staging area. While heading back, |
noticed some disturbed dirt on the uphill side of the trail that appeared that something or
someone had tried to go up the hill. As | looked up the hill, | noticed a shoe and then saw the
remains of an adult female || NG | discovered that remains at
approximately 1020 hours. At that same time the team that was continuing down the trail located
a Ford key fob on the trail . | instructed the
team to photograph the key where it was found and then collect the key. | then radiced into
Sergeant [} that the female subject had been located. | took photographs of the deceased
before returning to the trailhead. At that point, | canceled the helicopter since all three subjects
had been located. | had the SAR team stay in the area of the scene to protect the integrity of the
SCENe.

At approximately 1200 hours, | started back down the trail to take some supplies to the team
and collect the key that was found. | then left one SAR member down at the scene and had the
other four SAR members return to the trailhead. Once | was al the trailhead, | turned the key
over to Detective ||

At approximately 1400 hours, the scene was turned over to the detective unit and all SAR
personnel were released from the scene.

On 08/19/2021, | uploaded all the photographs | took at the scene to Evidence.com.

Recommendations:
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Supplement 07

On 81972021, | met with in the lobby of the Sheriff's Office.
Keys (Truck, SUV, and House) that were located at Jonathan and Elleen’s residence

Hites Cove Rd.) the day they were discovered were taken for safe keeping prior to the residence
being secured. The keys were turned over to |||

Recommendations:

Attach to main.

Approved by : SGTCate . 08/25/2021 07.32 AM
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Supplement 08

On 08/17/2021 at approximately 1130 hours, | was assigned to assist in this case as | was
advised SAR personnel located three (3) deceased subjects and one (1) deceased dog,
believed to be the missing subjects in this case. At approximately 1300 hours, | arrived at the
Savage Lundy trailhead where | made my way down to where Jonathan, Ellen [Jjjij and Oski
had been located by SAR personnel (refer to SAR Response supplement for coordinates and
further details). | left the scene at approximately 1600 hours; the scene was secured by
Detective |l and Captain ] until the victim's were able to be safely recovered utilizing
CHP H40,

On 08/18/2021 at approximately 1100 hours, | met with CHP H40 at the helipad located at the
Jerseydale Fire Station to prepare for the recovery of Jonathan, Ellen, [JjJjJjj and Oski (dog).

At approximately 1300 hours, Jonathan was recovered from Devil's Gulch by H40 and flown to
the helipad. At approximately 1307 hours, | collected Jonathan from H40 and conducted a
secondary examination of Jonathan. Jonathan was in a moderate to advanced state of
decomposition, had sloughing of his skin, skin discolorations ranging from green to dark brown
and black, and had drying of his hands. | did not observe any obvious signs of trauma on
Jonathan. Jonathan's wedding band was removed from his left-hand ring finger and placed into
an envelope for safekeeping. Jonathan's clothing was left on Jonathan to not further disturb his
body pre-autopsy (refer to case numbe (- further details). An ID tag was placed
on Jonathan's ankle and his coroner bag was secured with a zip tie and 1D tag.

Al approximately 1420 hours,

Oski (canine) was transported out of Devil's Guich along with ] | conducted a secondary
examination of Oski and did not observe any signs of obvious trauma. Oski was in an advanced
state of decomposition and had many maggots on his body. An ID tag was placed on Oski's
ankle and an ID tag was placed on Oski's coroner bag. Oski was tumed over to ACO [l to
be stored at ACO until Oski could be transported to Tulare for a necropsy.

At approximately 1440 hours, Ellen was recovered from Devil's Gulch by H40 and flown to the
helipad. At approximately 1447 hours, | collected Ellen from H40 and conducted a secondary
examination of Ellen. Ellen was in a moderate to advanced state of decomposition, had
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sloughing of her skin, skin discolorations ranging from green to dark brown and black, and had
drying of her hands. | did not observe any obvious signs of trauma to Ellen. Ellen’'s wedding
bands were removed from her left-hand ring finger and placed into an envelope for safekeeping
(one white gold band, one white gold band with diamond). The backpack on Ellen was cut off of
her at both shoulder straps, as it was difficult to remove due to Ellen’s body positioning. Ellen’s
clothing was left on Ellen to not further disturb her body pre-autopsy (Refer to case number

for further details). | placed an |D tag on Ellen’'s ankle and Ellen’s coroner bag was
secured with a zip tie and 1D tag.

Al approximately 1458 hours, Jonathan and Ellen were turned over to

All subjects were
to Stanislaus County Coroner's Office for full autopsies.

transported by

Ellen's backpack and ] carrier were collected as evidence and later placed into the
evidence system.

On 08/19/2021 at approximately 0830 hours, | attended Jonathan's autopsy, which was
conducted by Dr. ] of Stanislaus County Coroner's Office. Jonathan's clothing was
removed and set aside to dry and be collected at a later date. Jonathan's underwear, a pair of
Calvin Klein brand black boxer briefs, had a large holefrip on the rear. | did not observe any hole
in Jonathan's shorts or his other clothing. Jonathan's clothing consisted of one pair of tennis
shoes, one pair of gray socks, one pair of underwear, dark colored shorts, and a yellow tee shirt.

Dr. I collected a blood sample from Jonathan's femoral artery and was able to collect a
small amount of urine that was present in Jonathan's bladder. Dr. stated Jonathan had
very little contants in his stomach and nothing in his bowels. Dr. stated he did not see
any signs of trauma on Jonathan. Dr. [Jili] was unable to give a cause of death at this time.

At approximately 0930 hours, | attended Ellen's autopsy which was conducted by Dr. |l of
Stanislaus County Coroner's Office. Ellen's clothing was removed and set aside to dry and be
collected at a later date. Ellen’s clothing consisted of one pair of brown hiking boots, one pair of
white socks, one pair of purple underwear, dark colored spandex shorts, and a yellow tank top.
Ellen had on a pair of gold, ball stud eamings which were removed and placed into a container
to be collected along with the clothing.

Dr. il collected a blood sample from Ellen’s femoral artery. Dr. JJJili] stated Ellen had no
contents in her stomach and nothing in her bowels. Dr. JJJJi] stated he did not see any signs
of trauma on Ellen. Dr. ] was unable to give a cause of death at this time.

Al approximately 1030 hours, | attended
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Recommendation:

Remain active
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Supplement 09

On 0B/M18/2021, | assisted with the search warrant at the residence of Jonathan and Ellen. At

approximately 1600 hours, met us at the residence to allow us entry, as it had
been relayed to detectives that she had the keys to the residence and vehicle. When

arrived, . assisted in translation as [l is Spanish speaking.

I a5 also accompanied by . who also assisted with some translation.

stated she does not have keys to the residence, or vehicle, as Jonathan and Ellen
usually leave the residence unlocked. stated she was at the residence with Jonathan
and Ellen on Friday 08/13/2021. stated she cleaned the home Friday and left at
approximately 1600 hours. stated she received a video of starting to walk via text
message from Ellen that evening and that is the last time they spoke. stated she
returned Monday morning (08/16/2021) at approximately 1100 hours to clean the residence.
I stated the doors were unlocked, which was normal, so she entered and cleaned the
home as usual. ] stated the only thing unusual she noticed was that there were three (3)
wine glasses and three (3) cups of coffee on the counter, which she washed and then placed in
the dishwasher. | asked if Ellen or Jonathan had mentioned having any visitors coming for the
weekend, |l stated they did not but stated it was also not unusual for them to have friends
from San Francisco come visit on weekends. [JJJJli] and her family were very emotional during
our contact and stated they were devasted by the news of the family's passing. ]I stated
she could not think of anything further to add at this time.

Recommendation:

Femain active

Approved by : SGTIlIO=te : 08/25/2021 06:22 AM
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Supplement 10

On 08/19/2021 at approximately 1732 hours, | made telephonic contact with
from the Sheriff's Office line 1. ] had previously called into the dispatch center wishing to
provide a statement regarding this case.

- stated he was at Jonathan's residence on Friday (08/13/2021) with the plumber, JJli}

stated they were there from approximately 1230 — 1400 hours. |
explained he and Jonathan have a professional friendship and is managing the million-
dollar renovation of Jonathan's other home located on Carleton Rd in Mariposa.

explained Jonathan owns four (4) houses in Mariposa County and ]I wcrksh
construction company to complete work for Jonathan. stated he received a text from
Jonathan on Saturday at 2014 hours telling [JJij that Onyx is amazing. read me the
text verbatim and also sent me a screenshot of the conversation where Jonathan tells [
“Mate! Onyx is amazing! Jus! been ballling through the bush to find the properly comers so
much fun!”

stated Jonathan was looking for the property boundaries and was really excited about
finding them. ] stated Jonathan has made comments about how excited he was to buy the
house and how Jonathan was excited to go hiking. ] stated Jonathan and Ellen were very
protective of and had called [JJjij tc their residence because they felt her bedroom was
too stuffy. stated he had to have go to the residence to get the
room cooler. stated Jonathan and Ellen Iwe::l. and would never kill themselves or

put her im harm's way on purpose.

stated Jonathan and Ellen are "city folk” and stated Jonathan was even going to buy
wood for their wood burning stove and he could not even see Jonathan trying to cut wood.
I stated he could see Jonathan hiking beyond his abilities, if that were the case; however,
he was surprised that Ellen and the baby would, and that the dog would be dead with them.
I <tated he and Jonathan would share stories of going to Burning Man and have shared
things about their lives in the past.

I stated when he learned the family was missing, he went to their house to see if they
could see any signs of a struggle but nothing out of the ordinary was observed. [l stated he
then went to the Savage-Lundy trailhead where he stated he met a Sergeant from the Sheriff's

Office and left the scene after speaking to the sergeant and offering to help. [N was
provided my work cell phone number if he thinks of anything to add.
| uploaded the screenshot of the text message Jonathan sent to [il] to evidence.com.

Recommendation:
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Supplement 11
On 08M15/2021 hours at approximately 1100 hours,
The

following is a synopsis of the interview and the recording was uploaded to Evidence.com to this
case. It should be noted the recording stopped without my knowledge approximately 5 minutes
inta the interview when a phone call came into the department issued cell phone that was
recording the interview through the Axon Application.

I stated he had information regarding this incident. He estimated approximately one and a
half weeks ago, he rode his Yamaha Banshee Racing Quad to the Merced River and got stuck
near the bottom of *Hites Mine Road.” |l] stated he “drank the God damn piss” out of one
of the water access sources from the area near the Hites Cove Trail. ] stated he did not
become ill from drinking water.

I z'sc mentioned he saw two suspicious vehicles in the Merced River Canyon. He
described one of the vehicles as maroon 4-door sedan he thought may have been a newer
Toyota Corolla. He observed the vehicle near the North Fork of the Merced River. He saw a
“chubby female with dark hair and highlights™ standing near the riverbank wearing a long white
dress. He was not certain if she was related to the sedan, but stated she was standing with her
arms crossed in front of her or holding something in her arms while he drove by her at
approximately 2300 hours on Monday. He thought he saw another subject near the river edge
walking towards the unknown female. He also saw a van that stopped near the one lane bridge
closest to Yosemite National Park in the Ferguson Slide are off Highway 140. He said the van
stopped in front of the gate l2ading to Incline Road and two subjects were in the van, but he was
unable to identify them as male or female because they hid from him as he drove past. He
thought he observed the van in the area on two occasions and on one of the occasions the
subjects were looking into the Merced River. He reported the vehicle as having an Arizona
license plate. He was unable to provide any collaborating evidence.,

I stated she is an employee of | bz and grill and she believes she saw
Jonathan, Ellen, and on Monday evening. They ordered food to take out from the
restaurant. She stated the female was wearing a long white dress and the male subject seemed
angry. She described the male as having a serious face and not wanting to talk to her. She
asked the subjects what they had been doing and they responded they had been out
sightseeing. JJij did not believe they had been hiking due to the attire the woman was
wearing. She estimated seeing the family between 1900 and 2000 hours and said they paid with
their credit card. The restaurant closes around 2030 hours or when patrons are no longer
coming in for service,
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Prid Date / Tima File Mumbsar Page Numbar

11/%72021 4:57:00 PM G2100886.511 1of2



FELTEAR | R [BEE R
L i

. TS PP D |k
i i '-.'-C':

MaRIPOSA COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE CONTROLLED BY LAW CA0220000

P.0. Box 276 recenen_ YOO MUNERL  phone (200) 966-3615

Mariposa, CA 95338 Ve o2 117 | Fax  (208) 742-5090
- J--.Jf.' N _,.hh --::-'.;jc

| advised and that | would follow-up A the information regarding

and document statement of his consumption of river water in the area. | concluded the

interview at approximately 1115 hours.

At approximately 1300 hours, | contacted to inquire about credit card transactions
on Monday evening between the hours of 1800 and closing. | was provided the name of [}
= regarding obtaining such information. | contacted at the phone number provided.

advised he would look into all credit card records for the Restaurant and
advise if Jonathan or Ellen's cards were used at the . At approximately 1400 hours,
called back and advised no such records were located. advised the cameras on
the property were not facing the restaurant so patrons would not be visible as the
entered the restaurant.

| attemnpted to contact [ilij at the phone number he provided to advise him of my findings.
The phone went to voicemail and | left a message requesting him to return my call.

As of now, it does not appear information from [l or I provides significant relevance
to the case.

Approved by : SGTIC=te : 08/31/2021 07:56 AM
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Supplement 12

On 08/M19/2021 | escorted two members from the local environmental health and two members
from the state water board to trail 20E01.4 so that they could obtain water samples from the
area. We walked in approximately one mile on the trail, not going all the way to where that trail
ties into the Savage Lundy trail. The water board members took a sample from a small creek
crossing and from the South Fork of the Merced River.

Recommendations:

Attach to main.

Approved by : SGTJJ O =te : 08/22/2021 12:10 PM
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Supplement 13

On 8-17-21, | assisted Detectives with photographing the scene of where the three victims and
dog were located in the Devil's Gulch area as well as where their vehicle was parked at the top
of the Lundy trailhead.

On 8-18-21, | was slationed at the Jerseydale Heliport along with other Sheriff's Office
personnel and photographed the victims and dog as they were transported by helicopter from

the Devil's Guich area to the heliport for transportation to the Stanislaus County Sheriff's Office
and Mariposa Sheriff's Office Animal Control.

On B-18-21, | was assigned to photograph the autopsy of the three victims. Detective Sergeant
B Dctective I vere present during the autopsy.

On 8-20-21, all photographs were downloaded to AXON Evicence.com under this case number.

(Reference Coroner's Case<EEG——

Recommendations:

Attach to main report,

Approved by - SGT Date : 08/22/2021 12:28 PM
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Supplement 14

On 8/20/2021, | removed items #11 Black Google Pixel 4 smartphone, #4 Black Google
smartphone, #5 Black Google smartphone, #7 Silver MacBook Pro / fSerial#
fSerial , #6 Silver

. #3 Rose/Gold MacBook -
MacBook Pro / I Serial , and #1 Green Wild Game Camera /
Model from evidence at the Mariposa County Sheriff's Office.

On 8/20/2021, | authored a search warrant for the cellphones and MacBook's collected during
the execution of search warrant (S-1231), and the cellphone that was removed from Jonathan's
person. At approximately 0955 hours, | met with Honorable Judgeljij~ho reviewed and
granted the search warrant (S-1232).

ltems 11, 4, 5, 7, 3, and 6 were delivered to || with Modesto Police Depariment who
will be extracting the data from the cellphones and MacBook. Due to the amount of time it takes
to extract the information from the cellphones and MacBook's, all the items were left in his

N oossession.

On 8/20/2021, a copy of search warrant (5-1232) was emailed to
. advised me Jonathan recently established an [}

with [
account and she will be emailing me a copy of Jonathan's location data.

Recommendations:

Attach to main.

Approved by : SGTliOate | 08/22/2021 12:31 PM
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Supplement 15

On Wednesday, August 18, 2021, | obtained the 2.5L/850z, Osprey Hydraulics LT water
bladder that was on Ellen. | took custody of the hydration pack at the Jerseydale Fire LZ when
units processed the evidence shipped from the scene via H40. Later that evening | met with
Mariposa County Environmental Heath employee, |l =t the intersection of
Jerseydale and Scolt Roads. We obtained personal protective equipment including rubber
gloves and | placed some of the remaining water from the pack into a bottle for testing at a later
date. [} took custody of the water sample at that time and | remained custody of the
hydration pack.

Al the time of booking the hydration pack into our evidence system, | cut one corner of
the pack to abtain the few remaining drops of water from the pack into a sample bottle. | taped
the corner back and placed the pack into a paper bag. | placed the hydration pack and the small
amount of water collected into the evidence system.

Recommendations:

Mone

Approved by : SGTIlICate : 08/26/2021 10:44 AM
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Supplement 16

On 08/24/2021, | received an email from Sergeant [JJJili] containing an attachment of the
water sample test findings conducted by Bend Genetics, LLC. Per the documents received, the
findings are as follows:

Sample 1D SWPCA210818-CB (Camel back sample) contained a moderate amount of
indistinguishable detritus (possibly biofilm) and a moderately high amount of “very small® motile
bacteria.

Sample |0 SWPCA210819-10 (Creek 1 Sample) contained and indistinguishable detritus, a low
amount of eukaryotic algae and no cyanobacteria.

Sample 1D SWPCA210809-11 (Merced R SF Beach 1 sample) contained a high amount of
Anabaena sp. That consisted with two different morphotypes (large and small cells), a moderate
amount of Nostoc sp. And a low amount of Microcoleus sp.

| attached the reports to this case.

At approximately 1000 hours, Assistant Coroner i and | contacted ] of COPH
to assist with understanding the water test results. We spoke to ] on the Sheriff's Office line
3. stated the Anabaena sp. and Nostoc sp. are anatoxin-a's which are considered a
neurotoxin. ] stated the level found in the sample being 11.8 ug/l is a low level but is
significant in the fact it shows anatoxin-a's are in that body of water. ] stated the level at the
time the family may have been near that area may be different due to movement and because
anatoxin-a is the least stable toxin, and it comes and goes. ] stated this neurotoxin is known
to kill dogs and livestock, which they have many reports of, but they have no known human
deaths associated with anatoxin-a.

B stated dogs who ingest the neurotoxin succumb to it very quickly, within 30 minutes to an
hour, as it is a fast-acting toxin, [JJJ] stated the level of 11.8 ug/ to cause death would require
the subject to drink “liters” of the fluid, as it is a low level. Again, ] stated the level is
subjective, as we do not know the anatoxin-a level exactly at the time the family may have been
exposed to it. - stated Blue-Green Algae forms clumps and the algal mats can have a very
high amount of anatoxin-a, [JJj informed us that the effects of anatoxin-a are that it puts ion
channels into the nervous system, which will cause the affected subject’s respiratory system to
fail. One would have difficulty breathing and may have seizures. . stated because there are
no known human deaths related to anatoxin-a, but known animal deaths, anytime anatoxin-a is
located in a body of water, even in small amounts, a "caution” is recommended in the area. -
was asked about the large amount of bacteria in the Camelbak, [JJjjj stated he doesn't have
much knowledge on the bacteria located and recommended contacting || | NI o
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is employed at the Office of Environmental H&alih Hazard ?Jnssessmant {OEHH&} or [N
I o is employed at the California State Water Resources Control Board.

Assistant Coroner |l 'ater contacted | . = conference call was
scheduled for Thursday (08/26/2021) at 0800 hours to go over the Camelbak Resulls.

At approximately 1015 hours, | received an email from Assistant Coroner [JJili] containing an
attachment of the preliminary necropsy report for Oski (Canine).

The exam was conducted by Dr. ||} o~ 08/19/2021 and a secondary exam was
conducted 08/20/2021. On the exam conducted 08/19/2021, Dr. i noted Oski's stomach
and small intestines contained leaves, fern plants, and pine needles. Oski's rectum contained
fecal matter which she stated was consistent with dog food. Dr. ‘ateﬂ dehydration could
not be determined due to the postmortem condition of the dog. Dr. noted she is working
with her toxicologist for direction.

On the secondary exam conducted 08/20/2021, Dr. ] stated she re-examined Oski for
burn marks lo determine if a lightning strike may have been the cause of death. No burn marks
were observed on Oski, or around the metal of his collar. Dr. il stated Gastric emptying in
dogs varies, usually taking 12-18 hours. Dr. ] stated dehydration was unable to be
determined; however, she stated depending on when Oski last drank, death in high heat can
happen within a few hours. Dr. ] stated some contents were being sent to their toxicologist
for gas chromatography-mass spectrometry to look for toxic agents.

| attached the document received to this report.

It should be noted, | did not observe any burn marks in the area where the bodies were located
when | arrived on scene.

Recommendation:

Remain active

Approved by : SGTIC=te : 09/01/2021 08:03 AM
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Supplement 17

On 08/24/2021, | received information that Jonathan and Ellen had a nanny by the name of
B (unknown last) and there was “rumor” that |ili] had fled after this incident and hasn't
been heard from since. Per the information | received, there was speculation that [JJjjjj had
gone to the residence, found the family missing, and had possibly stolen money and then left
the Mariposa area. Further information received was that ] i= dating | and |

could possibly locate [JJjjij through . or [ family.

At approximately 1510 hours, | contacted The Gerrish-Chung family W
and asked who the nanny for Jonathan and Ellen was. ] stated was the
nanny and the house cleaner. ] stated i worked for her on the other vacation rentals
Jonathan owned and at some point, Jonathan and Ellen wanted a Spanish speaking nanny for
B =c they asked ] if ] would be interested in being their nanny as well. i stated
she believes they had a nanny in San Francisco that was from the Dominican Republic, but

I stated she does not know what her name was,

| asked i} if she knows a ||} I stated she does and she actually just got off the
phone with him. | told ] | would like to speak to him, as | noticed he has done a lot of media
interviews and may have further information. [JJjjjjj stated il was on vacation in Croatia
when this event took place so he would probably not be too helpful. i stated Il was
close with Jonathan and is trying to assist Jonathan's family with getting here from the UK,
Recommendation:

Remain active

Approved by : SGTIlDate : 08/31/2021 07:59 AM
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Supplement 18
On 08/20/2021, | received an email from Sergeant Jiij containing an attachment of a
georeferenced map of mines in the area of Hites Cove received from ||| | N N NN G'S
Specialist with Mariposa County.,
Basked upon the map and scale provided, the bodies were located approximately ¥ mile east of
the middle green colored circle located near the bottom of the map. The Mineral Resource Data
System has that spot labelled as “unknown”.
Recommendation:

Remain active

Approved by : SGTHEDate : 08/31/2021 08:01 AM
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Supplement 19

On 8/24/2021, | responded to Modesto Police Department and collected all mobile devices and
MacBook's (#11 Black Google Pixel 4 smariphone, #4 Black Google smariphone, #5 Black
Google smartphone, #7 Silver MacBook Pro / ,#3
Rose/Gold MacBook . #5 Silver MacBook Pro /
.} from Detectiv pertaining to search warrant
Jon advised they were not able to extract any data from the devices do to the devices not
being supporied with CellBrite.

| contacted with the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and explained the
circumstances of this case. ] stated he can attempt to extract the data from the Google
Fixel 4 smartphone (Found on Jonathan).

On 8/24/2021, | met with ] at the FBI office in Fresno, California. The cellphone (Black
Google Pixel 4 smartphone) along with a copy of search warrant |jij was turned over to him.

All other devices (#4 Black Google smariphone, #5 Black Google smartphone, #7 Silver
MacBook Pro / , #3 Rose/Gold MacBook

. #5 Silver MacBook Pro /
and #1 Green Wild Game Camera /
County Sheriffs Office evidence for safekeeping.

) were placed back into Mariposa

Recommendations:

Attach to main.

Approved by - SGTCate - 08/31/2021 08:09 AM
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Supplement 20

On 8/24/2021, | authored a search warrant for Jonathan Gerrish's cell phone provider || IR

for cell nurnber. | met with Honorable Judgejlwho reviewed and granted

search warran

On 8/25/2021, a copy of search warrant [l was e-mailed to [ NG -

obtain records associated with Jonathan's account.

Recommendations:

Attach to main.

Approved by : SGTD=te : 08/31/2021 08:09 AM
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Supplement 21

On 8/20/2021, | received documents fr containing location data Jonathan used
with their App ] on 8/14/2021 and 8/15/2021. The markups from [Jij are off Hites Cove/
Savage Lundy trail, along with markups on/near Jonathan and Ellens's property at JJjij Hites
Cove Road.

Per I :he stated "Regarding the timestamps, any times/dates in the "Name” of the
markups are pulled from the user's cellular device (populated automatically with a date/time and
editable by the user) and the "created/updated/deleted timestamps” are in UTC time (from our
server) - hence the difference in timestamps from the Name field. Any third "coordinate” on the
latflong listings is an elevation”.

A copy of that email was forwarded to ||} ]} ith Madera DA's office who offered
assistance in mapping out the coordinates

On 8/25/2021 | received an email from [l stating he transferred the data from [N to a
spreadsheet. In addition, manually entered all the GPS pings that were on the last line of
the .txt and xis file. Per . based on time and dates (8/14/2021 @1841) he believes the
coordinates are waypoints Jonathan created prior to hiking. The majority of the waypoints
appear to be Hites Cove/ Savage Lundy trail.

A copy of the ] documents and mapping [Jili] created have been attached to this case.
Recommendations:

Attach to main.

Approved by : SGTCate : 08/31/2021 08:11 AM
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Supplement 22

Upon reviewing the sim card from the Wild Game Innovations } device
collected from the residence JJJj Hites Cove) per search warran Nothing of
evidentiary value was observed and game camera is believed to be left by the previous owners.
Game camera was placed back into evidence.

Recommendations:

Attach to main.

Approved by : SGTIC=te : 08/31/2021 08:11 AM
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Supplement 23
On 08/25/2021 at approximately 1030 hours, | picked up Jonathan, Ellen and [Jjjjij clothing that

was left at the Stanislaus County Coroner's Office to dry. All of the clothing items were drying
together in one of Stanislaus County's drying cabinets. | removed the items and bagged

Jonathan's items in one brown paper bag, Ellen's items in one brown paper bag, an
items in one brown paper bag. | received an evidence release form from which
was attached to this report.

Upon return to the office, | observed the bag containing Jonathan's items to be moist on the
exterior. | labeled the bag and placed it into the sally port for more breathability.

All bags were logged into the evidence system.
Recommendation:

Remain active.

Approved by | SGT I Cate : 08/31/2021 08:11 AM
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Supplement 24
On 08/25/2021 at approximately 1448 hours, | contacted | . via

telephone on the Sheriff's Office line 1. ] had contacted dispatch offering

assistance when the family went missing (08/17/2021, see CAD). ] stated she was offering
an emergency disclosure when she first hear of the family being missing, as Jonathan is their
employee; however, due to the circumstances at this time, ] stated a search warrant would
be needed for Jonathan's records. [JJJJj] stated they will work with us to expedite the processing
of the search warrant and provided me with the email address of

to send the warrant to. i stated to call her when | send the
warrant and she will work on it as soon as possible.

On 08/26/2021, | authored a search warrant for Jonathan's |l data. | presented the
warrant to Judg<ji] who reviewed and issued the warrant at approximately 0825 hours.
The warrant was delivered to the Court Clerk's Office and was provided warrant number

At approximately 0955 hours, | contacted [Jjjij via telephone and emailed the warrant to

At approximately 0818 hours, | contacted Google LERS via email at
asking if they have technology to open a Google brand phone, as the technology available to us
has been unsuccessful.

At approximately 1110 hours, | received a call from [JJJij who stated an amendment to the
search warrant was needed and stated Jonathan's username is JonathanGerrish (one word). |
authored an amended search warrant correcting Jonathan's username, which was reviewed and
issued by Judge [JJllat 1119 hours. | provided the amendment to the Court Clerk's office

and emailed the amended warrant to || N

Recommendation:

Remain active

Approved by : SGTCate : 08/31/2021 08:08 AM
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Supplement 25

On 08/26/2021 at approximately 0900 hours, Assistant Coroner [l and | conducted a video
conference with ]I o is employed at the Office of Environmental Health
Hazard Assessment (OEHHA), and || o is employed at the California State
Water Resources Control Board, regarding the water sample results from the camelback water
bladder.

I < lained that due to the high heat the water was kept in, they are unable to determine
if cyanobacteria was present in the Camelbak bladder. Her and [l interpretation of the
water in the bladder was that the water that filled the bladder was not chlorinated water and was
possibly from a well or stream, and because there was biofilm, that could be from the bacteria
activity or from the bladder not being cleaned/treated before filling. |l stated the lab was
unable to do the testing required to determine the type of bacteria that was found in the water,
which would give us a better understanding on what affects that bacteria may have had, if any,
to the family. JJJll stated they can send the sample to another lab to determine the type of
bacteria and asked if we would like that done, | told her we would.

| asked if it would be helpful if we were able to obtain a fresh sample from the family's well.
stated it would and stated it needs to be collected in a very specific way to not
contaminate the sample. [Jiij stated she would detail exactly how to collect the sample and
she would send me an email containing those details. stated it may also be helpful to
rehydrate the bladder to collect more samples from it. stated that may also be helpful;
however, she would like to contact another microbiologist before she directs us to do that for a
second opinion. il stated after collecting the samples, they need to be cooled and
transferred to the lab immediately, as testing needs to be done within 24 hours for the most

accurate results.

Recommendation:

Remain active

Approved by : SGTDate : 08/31/2021 08:06 AM
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Supplement 26

On 8/26/2021, | received an email from who is a Senior Investigator for Fresno
County District Attorney's Office- Bureau of Investigations- FBI Cyber Task Force-DA Cyber/
Forensic Unit-CalWWRAP. Per he stated he took Jonathan's cell phone to Fresno HIS
(Fresno ICAC) and with the help of the staff, attempted to unlock and examine the device with
Cellbrite Premium. | stated Cellbrite Premium is the best option that he knows of for
unlocking any given Android. stated he attempted three (3) times which resulted in a
“Not Supported “message. stated the device may or may not be supported at a future
date. noted the device fully booted and had a numeric pin code rather than a swipe
paltem.‘ stated there was no physical SIM card in the device. || stated he is
reviewing other possible options for unlocking the cell phone with other FBI contacts for other
options.

I stated he is going to take the phone out of airplane mode. This reason being if
Jonathan attempted to send out any in-distress text messages in an area where he had no cell
service. It is possible once Jonathans cell phone connects in a service area, those messages
might re-send.

stated he will keep me informed and updated on any new information he is able to
obtain.

Recommendations:

Attach to main.

Approved by : SGTICate - 08/31/2021 08:04 AM
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Supplement 27

On 08/26/2021 at approximately 1330 hours, | received the responsive data from [N
pursuant to SW . Jonathan's associated email address for his account is

. Per the documentation received, Jonathan had not sent any messages
or content since 08/13/2021. | was unable to locate any messages or images containing any
evidentiary value.

| attached the documentation received to this report. | completed a search warrant returm which
was filed with the Court Clerk's Office.

Recommendation:

Remain active

Approved by | SGTECate : 08/31/2021 08:03 AM
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Supplement 28

On 08-17-2021 | assisted with this case by responding to the residence, ] Hites Cove Road,
within Mariposa County. This is a late entry due to computer problems. Upon arrival at
approximately 1315 hours, | secured the residence and confirmed that no one was there. | noted

that the front door was closed, but unlocked and the blue Audi parked out front was unlocked. A
short time later, | was advised to coroner seal the residence and secure the vehicle and house.
Seals were placed on all doors to the residence and the residence was locked. The keys for the
Audi were located and later turned over to Sot. il The shop had to be left unlocked and |
could not place a coroner seal on it due to being out of seals.

Recommendations:

Attach to main case.

Approved by : SGTIlICate : 08/31/2021 08:02 AM
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The Hites Cove Road/Trail (3502) is described to be an unimproved dirt road from the
intersection of USFS Road 3502 and 3502C. Jonathan and Ellen’s truck was parked at this
intersection. The intersection is approximately 3880 feet in elevation. The Hites Cove road/trail
is secured by a locked, white iron gate and a smaller green gate that is marked “closed for trail
maintenance”. The road/trail descends in a north, northeasterly direction. The first portion of the
road is slightly improved, as there was an incident in 2018 that involved a CalFire Dozer during
the Ferguson fire that needed the road to be cleared and widened. This first portion of the road
is smooth with some small surface rocks on the road surface. The road descends steadily with
water bars (leveled areas to remove water from road) every few hundred feet or so. The road
steadily increases in degrees (steepness) the further down you go. At approximately the 1-mile
mark, the road dramatically changes. It gets significantly narrower with larger rocks covering the
road surface. As you continue, you are met with large in-ground rocks that makes traversing the
road/trail more difficult and at times, more like stepping stones than a smooth road/trail surface.
When you arrive at the trailhead that leaves Hites Cove roaditrail for the Savage Lundy Trail, the
elevation is approximately 1930 feet (2.2 miles). While traveling down the Hites Cove roadftrail,
you cannot help but notice the change of temperature (noticeably hotter) as you descend into
the river canyon/drainage.

On the morning of August 15™, 2021, at approximately 0745 hours witness,
I vas walking her dogs on the Hites Cove Road and reportedly observed Gerrish-Chung
family traveling in the direction of Hites Cove Road/Trailhead in the Ford truck. As
reached the trailhead approximaly 0800 hours, she observed the truck parked off of the road on
the hill but did not think anything of it (38807t elevation). Historical weather data obtained from
MNation Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) showed that the temperature was
around 76 degrees at 0751 hours (at 3762t elevation). Given it takes an experienced hiker
(without a dog or child in back pack) approximately 2.0 hours to arrive at the trailhead on Hites
Cove road/trail that leads to the Savage Lundy trail (1930 feet elevation). The total distance for
this section is 2.2 miles. The temperature change was significant. The historical temperature
that was recorded at a similar elevation of the trailhead at 0951 was 92 degrees and at 1051
hours was 99 degrees.

The next portion of the trail from Hites Cove road/trail heading towards the Savage Lundy
trail intersection and parallels the south fork of the Merced River heading in a southeasterly
direction. There are many ascents and descents as it follows the terrain. The trail has areas of
shade from dead/burnt trees and live trees. This portion of the trail for an experienced hiker
takes approximately 1.5-2.0 hours to arrive at the Savage Lundy Trail intersection (without
stops). The total distance of this portion is approximately 1.9 miles. The elevation of the
intersection is approximately 1800 feet. This would put the family at the bottom of the Savage
Lundy Trail at approximately 1100-1130 hours. The historical weather data shows that at 1051
hours was 99 degrees and at 1151 hours was 103 degrees.
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As you leave the trail intersection up the Savage Lundy trail, some amounts of shade are
still available for a short period. As you continue to traverse in a westerly direction, you come to
and cross a dry drainage that leads down into Devils Gulch. From that point on, there is no
shade (exposed) as a result of the Ferguson fire in 2018. As you ascend in elevation, the trail
begins its switchbacks (15 in total). The elevation at the trail intersection at the bottom of the
Savage Lundy trail is approximately 1800 feet. When you start up the Savage Lundy trail, you
immediately start climbing in elevation. There are many areas on the trail that are narrow with
loose rock on the surface making footing uncertain at times. The family was located at
approximately 2.0 miles up the Savage Lundy Trail, approximaly 1.6 miles from their parked
truck.

Historical temperature data was requested for the following times: 1251 hours it was 107
degrees, at 1351 hours it was 108 degrees, at 1451 hours it was 109 degrees, at 1551 hours it
was 107 degrees, at 1651 hours it was 105 degrees, at 1751 hours it was 101 degrees, at
1851 hours it was 98 degrees, at 1951 hours it was 94 degrees and at 2051 hours it was 89
degrees. The station that collected the weather data was in El Portal, which is similar in
elevation and characteristics for the South Fork river drainage. Keeping in mind, the Savage
Lundy trail is on a south/southeast facing slope so the temperatures could have easily been
higher than that of the El Portal station. Ambient air temperature versus ground temperatures in
the river canyon drainage can be significantly higher.

On August 23, 2021, | spoke to [} who is currently employed by the United

State Forest Service (USFS) as a Recreational Technician. [} has been employed by the
USFS since 1998 working mainly on trail crews for thitleen years in several different areas
within the USFS jurisdiction. [JJJj has been assigned to the USFS Sierra District since 2011.

recently completed trail improvements of the approximate 2.5 miles recollection of
mileage) of trail that leads from Hite Cove Road to the Savage Lundy trail. spent time in the
area doing brushing and trail maintenance with a California Conservation Crew (CCC) from April
15%-May 19"™, 2021. has hiked the Savage Lundy trail in and out multiple times during this
time. | inquired w]lh.if the USFS rates hiking trails and she stated that the USFS only rates
difficulty on Off Highway Vehicle (OHV) trails and not hiking trails. | asked how many miles the
Hites Cove Road to the trailhead was and i stated around 2.5 miles to the trailhead. | asked
how many miles the “loop” would be if someone where to hike completely around. [
estimated the hike to be just under 10 miles. | asked her to rate the difficulty of the hike and [l
stated that the hike was a “difficult” 10-mile hike. JJjJjj then included that the hike is a “hard
down" and a “hard up" hike {e!euatig- went on to say that the Savage Lundy trail is “super
exposed” with a big elevation gain. informed me that hikers in the area know to “stay clear”
of the Savage Lundy trail in summer months as it is “very exposed”. | asked [ if she were to
hike the route how much water would she bring for herself. i replied, a gallon of water, then
stated a very minimum of 64 ounces (1/2 gallon). | asked her professional opinion in regards to
taking 85 ounces of water for two adults, one child and a dog for the trek. She asked if a water
filter was found on their person and | informed her no. [JJJjj then stated for the folks involved that
was clearly not enough water to sustain them on the difficult hike. [JJll recommended | speak to
. vho is a local resident who volunteers for the USFS and a very experienced hiker. [l
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informed me that [} has a vast knowledge of hiking i
Savage Lundy trail in particular.

On the morning of August 24, 2021, | spoke to [l on line 2, who is a local resident
and an experienced hiker. JJjj informed me that he has been hiking the majority of his life. i is
a volunteer for the USFS and maintains hiking trails in the area. ] has lived in Mariposa Since
1999 and been a steady volunteer for the USFS since 2017. [} has been previously employed
by the USFS in the Angeles National Forest for a couple seasons. During this time, [JJjj hiked
and looked for different wild animals such as owls. ] was a Search and Rescue Volunteer for
approximately 5 years as well. ] described himself to be an avid hiker and has hiked the
Savage Lundy trail approximaly 15+ times. ] has worked many hours on the Savage Lundy
Trail doing maintenance. | explained to ] that | would like to ask questions in regards to his
experience/knowledge hiking the river canyon at Hites Cove and the Savage Lundy trail.

COUNTY SHERIFFS OFF GE
n the area and if very familiar with the

| first asked |} about the Hites Cove roaditrail. [JJj] said the hike is around 2.0 miles from
the gate to the trail that takes you to the Savage Lundy trail. JJJj explained that heading down
the Hites Cove roaditrail would not be a bad hike as the surface is not that bad and it is downbhill.
[ did follow-up by stating that the hike coming out of the canyon would “be rough”. [JJjJjj said
that he was referring to the steep incline from the bottom walking back up the Hites Cove
road/trail. | asked [JJj how long it would take for him to walk from the gate down Hites Cove
road/trail to the trail that leads to the Savage Lundy trail. JJJj] stated it would take about 1.5-2.0
hours with minimal stops.

We then spoke of the trail that parallels the south fork towards the Savage Lundy, Devils
Gulch. ] said the trek was around 2.0 miles and had minor up and downs in the trail and that
it was shaded. The trail mainly is about B0O0 feet above the river but at one point, it levels with
the river. [JJj] said this portion of the hike isn’t too bad as it follows the terrain and would probably
take him around 1.0-1.5 hours or so.

The Savage Lundy trail heads in a westerly direction from the trail intersection. [JJjj simply
referred to the 3.0 mile hike up the Savage Lundy as “rough”. [JJj] explained further stating that
the trail is strenuous, and three things make it that way. 1: Constant exposure to sunlight with ne
shade, 2: Continuously climbs uphill and 3: No water source at all (if you had a filter). When ]
works or hikes the trail in September/October the weather (heat) is extreme due to the
continued exposure of not having any shade and being an east or southeast facing slope. [}
said that it is not uncommon for him to wait at the bottom of the canyon in the shade provided
until the sun sets past the hillside to get shade on the slope to make the hike a little easier. |
asked if there were times when [JJj] stays out of the canyon and does not hike the canyon or the
Savage Lundy trail at all. JJJj said that he commonly stays out of the canyon from June to the
end of September. July and August were an “absolute not” for being in the canyon or on the
Savage Lundy trail.

| asked ] about consumption of water during the 7-8 mile loop. [JJJj said it would be an
all day hike but he personally does not like to carry a lot of water due to weight but he always
has a water filter on him while hiking and knows where the water sources are. [JJj] stated he
doesn’t consume a lot of water while hiking. JJJ] said he would probably take 4 Pints (640z) of
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water and rely on a water source to refill, consuming 6-7 Pints (96-1120z). | asked what he
would have recommended for the two adults, small child and dog. [ stated he would
recommend 10 pints (1600z) per adult, 1 pint for the child (160z) and 1 pint (160z) for the
dog. | then inguired about the dog being in the canyon/Savage Lundy. [JjJj stated he does not
sea dogs often in the canyon or on the Savage Lundy trail. ] explained that the conditions for
the dog on the Savage Lundy trail at the approximate traverse time would have been “horrific”,
[ said that the heat in the canyon is incredible in the summer time and it "bakes like an oven'.

| asked ] (with his experience of hiking, hiking in the river canyon or the Hites Cove
area, specifically the Savage Lundy trail) if he could provide me with his professional opinion. |
asked [}, in regards to the two adults, a 1-year-old child and an 8-year-old dog. For them fo
make the decision to take a "day hike” down Hites Cove road/trail, parallel the river to the
Savage Lundy and back up to the vehicle (with the weather recorded for the day) what he would
think. JJJjj stated, “respectfully speaking”, they were “uninformed and completely unaware of the
dangers” of hiking the route without sufficient water.

| asked [JJ] about mines in the area of where the family was located. ] stated that with
his knowledge he knows of no mines along the Savage Lundy Trail. JJJ] said that he has heard
of a mine at the bottom of the Skelton Drainage near Devils Gulch but he felt certain that the
family would not have been able to traverse to the mine. Most information that | am receiving in
regards to mine gasses are that usually speaking, people out of the mine can survive the gas
exposure but people in the mine die pretty much instantly.

On the morning of August 25, 2021, | contacted [l who employed by the
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Yosemite as a Special Agent in
Charge (Law Enforcement). Ranger il has been employed in Yosemite National Park since
2001 and is part of the Search and Rescue team along with helicopter rescue. Ranger [l
has been involved in many heat related/hiker emergencies so | wanted to give him the basic
information in regards to this case for review and ask him to give his professional opinion in
regards to the hike. | asked Ranger il if he had hiked the Hites Cove road/trail. Ranger
I stated he had hiked the Hites Cove roaditrail but had not hiked the other trail leading to
the Savage Lundy or the Savage Lundy trail.

| ran the timeframe of the family and the temperatures at the times of significance.
Ranger [l was first concerned about the amount of water taken by the family stating that the
amount of water that they took was not sufficient for the hike. | asked if he were to do the hike in
similar conditions how much water would he take. Ranger JJi] stated he would take at
minimum of 2-3 Liters for himself and have a water filter to filter water if needed. Ranger |l
stated that in his experience, people who do not consume enough fluids while hiking have a
tendency to have heat cramps, heat exhaustion or heat stroke. These types of issues can lead
to inability to think clearly, function appropriately and can effect balance. Ranger il also
mentioned that young children [JJll have a harder time regulating temperature than adults and
tend to overheat faster than that of adults in the same situations. Ranger [l explained that
the dog being mix breed from two breeds that have a thick furry coat probably wouldn't deal well
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with heat. | explained John's ripped underwear and Ranger i stated that the underwear
being ripped from a slip and fall could be a likely scenario.
Ranger [JJJi] brought “Hyponatremia” to my attention. Ranger |l explained that this
is a lack of nutrients (mainly sodium) in the body while the body is exerting energy.
Hyponatremia can lead to disorientation and possible death. | will follow up with Hyponatremia

with Or. | =t = later date.

On August 26, 2021, | received a message from Ranger [JJjij sharing information in
regards to a death that occurred in the Death Valley National Park. Ranger [Jjjj stated he
contacted Park Rangerq, who has done Search and Rescue for 20+ years. Ranger

stated for that hike specifically, he would have taken at least a gallon of water for
himself, Ranger [JJjij and Ranger stated that they are both familiar with the child pack
that ] was in. Rangarwated that they do not circulate air well and can be very warm
for the baby inside. Ranger added, regardless of being “avid” hikers, the one year old
would have slowed their expected travel time. 2 MPH is an average pace for an adult with short
breaks. Ranger [JJili] said that with kid care factored in, they could of easily been half the pace,

On August 25, 2021, | contacted Dr. , who is a Medical Doctor at
Doctors Medical Center in Modesto. | was advised that Dr. h has a vast knowledge of
hiking and the effects of environmental hazards (exposure to elements) to the human body. Dr.
I s been a medical Doctor since 1982 and has worked at both Fresno and Modesto
hospitals during his career. Dr. ] has been employed by Doctors Hospital since 1597 and
is assigned to Emergency Medicine in the emergency room. Since the mid 1890's, Dr.
has also worked as the Office of Emergency Services (OES), Search and Rescue (SAR),
Medical Advisor and conducts trainings on the effects of Heat/Cold/Altitude on the body
throughout the state. | inquired if | could speak to him in regards to this case and inquire his
professional opinion. Dr. [l 20reed so | wrote a brief narrative that explained the possible
chain of events leading up to where Jonathan, Ellen, and Oski (K9) were found deceased. |
scanned and attached the narrative provided to Dr. l to this case for further review,

On August 30, 2021, | contacted Dr. || NN - Line 1 at 0856 hours. Dr.
explained that there was a "compelling case of heat iliness" with the family involved, Dr.
first explained that by no means does he practice veterinary medicine but he knows that

large breed dogs are prone to heat related issues. Or. [l continued by stating that an Akita
dog is a cold weather dog and with not enough water can have heat related issues fairly rapidly.
Dr. I stated that you have to keep in mind the difference between air temperature versus
ground temperature. Dr. [JJi] explained that hypothetically if the air temperature is 110
degrees the ground temperature could easily be 130 degrees, making conditions for a dog to be
drastically different than that of adults standing and walking.

Or. I stated that anyone of the family members could have experienced heat
related illness (dehydration) on the strenuous hike with limited water. Dr. |l explained that
water (fluids in the body) acts as the coolant system for the human body. If there is not enough
fluids in the body to keep the body cooler, dehydration sets in. Dr. [JJJlf stated that with 85
ounces, 2.5 liters of water, anyone of the family could have certainly been dehydrated soon into
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the hike. During the dehydration phase, suhjer:ts"star"t out by being thirsty, feeling worn out with
“rubbery” legs. If dehydration continues, subjects can become nauseated and even if they
attempt to rehydrate, they can't due to throwing up the water they consume. Dehydration can
lead to subjects collapsing or falling down. Dehydration easily can lead to heat exhaustion and
heat stroke if the body is not cooled and hydrated.

Dr. then broke down heat exhaustion versus heat stroke. Dr. [JJJjjij informed
me that 95-98 percent of heat related issues is heat exhaustion. If people cannot be removed
from the heat exposure, it can lead right into heat stroke. In addition, heat stroke, if untreated is
almost always fatal. He informed me that both exhaustion and stroke overlap quite a bit, heat
stroke being more severe. Heat exhaustion can affect the basic mental function of a human
being. This can lead to feeling “woozy”, light headed, and subject can pass out. Dr. JJJjili] then
explained heat stroke. Dr. stated that people having heat stroke appear "bad sick and
they look bad sick”. Dr. mformed me that heat stroke is when the internal temperature of
the body it too great and due to the body temperature the brain begins to be basically "cooked”.
Subjects suffering from heat stroke do not have normal mental function.

Dr. informed me that at some point, with dehydration, heat exhaustion and heat
stroke, subjects will become immobile and collapseffall down. Sometimes during heat
exhaustion, people can slightly recover and crawl to shade and lower the temperature of their
bodies and can recover. Keeping this in mind, if subjects are not able to get out of the heat or
being exposed to the sun, the internal temperature of their body continues to rise. This leads to
“hyperthermia™ and the internal body temperature becomes too hot. Adult human's body
temperature begins to have negative effect in the body and the heat can start killing brain cells
at 103-105 degrees. A subject who remains exposed to the heat/sun can succumb to the heat
iliness and die quickly, in approximately 1-2 hours, Dr. ] reiterated the information
regarding air to ground temperature, explaining that the ground temperature on the slope would
have been drastically hotter than that of the air temperature. Dr. [JJJjili] stated that from the
start of the hike, the “clock was ticking™ against the family as they left ill prepared (hydration) for
the hike before them.

| asked Dr. Jll] about Hyponatremia. Dr. [l stated that Hyponatremia is the
result of a lack of nutrients in the body, mainly salt or potassium. What occurs during
Hyponatremia is a subject can have little to no nutrients in the body to use as the body burns its
energy or a person can “over hydrate” and dilute the nutrients that are in the body. Sometimes
hikers can be over motivated and consume too much water during or befora a hike.
Hyponatremia has the exact same signs as heat stroke. Or. [JJJij stated that Hyponatremia is
difficult to treat as a medical doctor without a test for nutrients. If a patient is showing signs of
heat stroke and a doctor administers saline solution it can further dilute the nutrients in the
victim's body.

On August 26, 2021, | spoke to |||} . o is employed by the Nation
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), Hanford California as Meteorologist in
charge. | inquired with ] if there was a scientific way to compare ambient temperature
reading of an area and show that the temperature can actually vary in different situations
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(ground temperature Vs, ambient), stated that he knew of no true/scientific way to

actually make that comparison. told me that generally speaking, in higher elevations, as

you climb in elevation it technically is supposed to get cooler but in regards to UV exposure from
higher elevations, it will actually feel hotter. [JJJij did tell me that reaching out to a forensic
meteorologist may be able to assist further.

On August 29, 2021, | received a follow up email from ; stated that he
talked with some of his colleagues and came up with samething. continued, there i1sn't
anything definitive, but based on satellite data, the surface temperature is roughly a degree or
two warmer in most cases compared to El Portal. However, during the afternoon hours, that
difference can grow by several degrees. The most ] cbserved over this weekend was five
degrees. ] 2dded he will add the caveat that this isn't 100% accurate, but a couple of
degrees warmer at the area of concern does make sense meteorologically.

On August 31, 2021, | made contact with Meteorologist ||}l . who is employed
by NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information (NCEI), Climate Science and
Services Division/Climate Information Services Branch/Customer Engagement Section. |
inquired if there was a way to show ground temperatures versus air temperature for the area of
Hites Cove Road/Trail, the Savage Lundy trail and Devils Guich and the South Fork of the
Merced River drainage. ] informed me that the closest station was in Merced California and
it does not show surface temperatures.

On September 5%, 2021, Sheriff received an email from |G =
forwarded it to me for review. is a professional wilderness survival and first aid
instructor, and a former Firefighter/fEMT, is the owner/operator of Survival Training
School of California, [JJJili] Survival Schools. After researching [l schocl and verifying
his experience, | felt that speaking with [l may be beneficial to this case. On September
7th, 2021, | reached out to to ascertain if he would be willing to act as an expert witness
in regards to this case. agreed, so on the morning of September 9", 2021, | forwarded
the exact same information that | sent to Or. || (attached to this case) via email.
There was only one addendum, the witness who observed the Gerrish/Chung truck driving
returned my call and informed me that she armived at the gate where the truck was parked at
around 0800 hours. [l informed me that he received the email and would respond via
email and we would speak on the phone next week. Later that evening, | received a response
email from [Ji] and following is copied from the email.

‘Hello Si,

{ have to say, this is exactly what | expected to read. [ will begin with staling that my opinion would be exertional
heat stress/siroke (hypertharmia), and | will explain why over the body of this email.

Hyponatremia is highly uniikely as there are several victims, afl of which would have had lo consuma very large
amaunts of water (in the gallons), and sweat profusely and near conslantly for if to oceur in less than a day. Of
course, insufficient elecirolyles in a diet can harm hydration capabilities, but hyponatremia is different- as the victim
cannal absorb water whalscewer umiess thay consume salls
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Considering the deadly trifecta of lerrain, alevation, and mm,phi‘:!mﬁ.s pm.snm during the incident, exerlional heat
stresshypartharmia colld occur very quickly,

*The majonty of the terrain is axposed, with some saeming (o be on a south aspect {the hottest aspect of @
rmauntaingidedillside) where lemperalures can be even holter than other as the sun’s rays are impaciing ¥ more
direchly (Ihis Is one reasan why some araas simply feed holter an the trall). There are also mid slope “nversion
fayers” of sorls in these lypes of steep and wel drainages in mountainous terrain, witich tends to trap a heat layer n
the upper and lower 173 slopes.
*UV exposure increases with a rise in elevation (UV light from the sun converts lo infra red on objecisipeaple and
convers m fnl'!raumn' huar enarm-:l Al .‘B'M-D’ydu are m:amg mgnrﬂ::anﬂf mare UV than at sea

: I " 44 188 FYT " erythernal effective

iradiance” refers ko the effecis of UV on skin,
*Sleopness (bath up and down) and walking on unavensdocky ground creales much grealer exerlion and hence
calorie burning and internal heat build up then walking on an improved and level walkway.

No matter your finess level, if you are nol acclimated fo extreme lemperatures they can shill affect you very quickly.
! would refer you to 8 case af a UFC champrion dying of heat siress in southem Califormia as an

example: hiips dileacharmepart comdarticle 55550 8-former-ufc-champan-gvan-fanna-found-gdead-al-37 in fach
exertional heat stress is mast lkely to & athletes. soldiers, and firefighters. here is a link discussing

i: fihps Ay upladate comdearianisaxenional-haal-pness- -0 S o0 -3 0- a0 S-S e Qo 1=
themmarequialion-risk-factors-and-diagnosisoant You should also know thal exertional heal stress can occur and
escalale very rapidly, calching victims off guard. You can go from feeling dizzy and hot lo unconsciousnass before
you know it It is extremely deadly, and viclims need immediate ice bath submersion, nat just parlial shade and
some drinking waler, I is not & malter of hydralion at al, it is a matler of exerlion crealing heal at a rata that
exceads the body’s capabilily fo manage heal. Hence # alfecling aven wall hydrated and healthy ealing athleles
The position they were found in, under only partial shade with e waler, wouwld nol have provided the rapid cooling
they needed ance they began to become severely aliected.

This means that regardiess of the family baing it or well hydrated, they could still quickly become viclims. In fact.
their faith in their physical abiliias makes them more lkedy to overcommit in the heat (ihrough exertion or distance
fraveied). It fakes aboul a week of dady exercise in exlrame lemperalures o acclimata i you are very i, wiich
means the family would have had o regularly work oul nearly an hour a day in 100F+ temps to be able o work i
such remps without greal physical impact- nol al @ home gpm or with momingfevening runs. The very young and
vary old are much more susceptible, and i is Iikely the child showed sympltoms first, This is confeciurg- but the child
fosing responsiveness or becoming il could have caused the parents to greatly quicken their pace, making the
Siualion even worse.

! expacted the repor! lo read thal the parenis wouwld be found separaled. One o slay with and aid the infant, the
other to seek rescwe, The wife was younger and in the pics thinner, which means shen may have all slighlly
better” than the father al the time they decided lo split (this is simply the blomechanics of heat exposire).
Considening their positions, it seems she triad lo forga ahead toward the vehicle o get help, while the father looked
after the infant and dog. Sadly. dogs are avery bil as susceptible to heal linesses as humans, Iwould not be
surprised if there was evidence that the father was carrying the dog al one point.

Their clothing was not conducive to hiking in expased terrain. in direct sun in holfdry terrain: a long sleeved
breathable shirt (while only) is bast for reflacting the UV rays that convert fo infrared and form heat. A large
brimmed breathable hat is essential for protecting the face, head, and neck from the same UV rays. Long pants,
breathable and very light colored should be wom as well, for the same reasons. The breathability allows for
effective evaporative coaling when the individual sweats. Short sleeves and short panis leave the individual
exposed fo the deadly UV rays and should not be warn. They can wear sunblock, which will prevent a burn, but not
prevent heal build up. This clothing sef up is the current accepled slandard prachice in the field, and wall known to
desart exparts, not s much fo laypersons. Some may think it anly necessary in extreme desert heats, but for
exertion in anything 80's and up § shouwld be amployed,
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The emply and naar emply bladders. yel all drinking l.-'assﬂ.ts -!Jemg mearly amply or amply, suggests lo me thal they
were swealing profusely, nol jus! dehydrated. Severs dehydration wouwld lead to hypovolemic shock, which may be
more clear in an autopsy. As the case with hyperthermiasexearional heat stress, littfe wowld show in an aulopsy (sea
previausly provided links in prior emails on the pathology). Hypovalemia=low blood volume (bleeding lo death or
dehydration, they both kil through this mechanizm). Exertional heal stress kills by basically shulting down the brain,
witch shuts down the remaining organs. The physical scene is how it is generally defecled thal heat caused the
brain o sfop warking, as staled in previously provided links on this pathalogy.

it is odd if the father was the only one with the phane, buf heal llness does severely affect decision making. He
could have forgotten he had it if they did have reception, or if they did not, they could have assumed whoever wanl
Io the vehicla could drive for hellp, leaving the phone with the one staying behind for comfort, or in case they hike
o,

As far drinking creek waler, most wilderness waterbome ilinesses take mare than a day before they begin fo sicken
the victims. As for algae, iIs nol the algae themseives but thelr waste products bhal create the toxins in the waler, It
affects the brain, coordinabion, alc. If they were drinking &, It seems it would have shown up in the resulls of the
analysis of the containers thaey were drinking from.

Sadly, | believe they were caugh! off guard, and once they realized their situation, they died Irying to save their
chitd and each other. It is likely the chifd bagan to succumb first, which hurried the parents’ efforts up the bl When
oneg cowld no longer conlinue, they stayed behind to care for the child and pet, white the other fried to forge aon and
get halp for their loved anes, It is a tragedy of the highest arder.

I am including a link o a blog | wrote in 2016 (dale is on the osf) aboul a personal encounter | had with a couple in
& similar gituation; steap exposed terrain, partial shade, one laft the other bahing in the best bush he cowd find to
forge on and gel help (luckiy he ran into me and my students). [ am including it anly fo show you why | balieve tha
scene was the way it was, not for any personal aggrandizement. hips M califormiasunavaliraimng comdiog-
frews20 1 6/ hat-tine -our-feld-course-savad-a-pel-hiker

Fael frea to contact me anyhime in regards [o this malier,

Soon after | received this email, il sent another with more information. The
following is copied from that email:

“Ore more thing, o il was high 70’ when they slarled off thal's a big lemperaltura swing. The hike could have takan
fonger than thay thought it would and they may have been caught off guard. The car being less than 2 miles away
{if my approx is correct) at the and couwld have aiso made them press on” and push harder than they should have-
Jjust keap going, aimost o the car. This, with 8 possibie sick baby on the final hard push up hil, cow'd have been the
impalus for pushing it hard up the final hill in the heat, and what led to the rapid escalation of deadly exertional heat
stress.”

On September 12, 2021, | received a follow up email from [l in regards to this
investigation. The following was copied from the email that | received:

“Hey sorry for the 3rd email, | just wanted to be sura | was clear on what | beligve the chain of avents wers,
considaring the mportance of the subjec! matter,

Considering what time they were seen al the beginning of their hike, and the distance of their route, they may have
helieved they would be finished hefore the heat of the day.
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Az infanis are much maore susceplible fo heat siress, and the srppy r;'ups m emp!:,.r it is my assumplion thal the
infant starfed fo succumb first, Infanis become quile lathargic wihan heat siress siikes, which would be alarming fo

paranis.

With a suffering and possibly unresponsna chid, and “only a 2 mile hike® ahead of them {uphill howswver) they may
have pushed much harder than a reascnable person would have othenwise in those high lemperaturas. As you will
se8 in the link to the study on exertional heat slress, it is athieles, sofdiars, elc thal expenence if most offen. They
are aggressive and are pushing their Krits. A suffering infant would give bwo parents the drive to push through the
exireme heal

Once exertional heal siress becomes severs, the body loses the abilly (o regulate infarnal lempearalura, and
external cooling is needed, This is why | say they required ice baths, as this is the standard treatment for this
condition. Shade and sipping water wawld nol have been enough af this point, Also, at this point their Drains, and
decision makirtg, wouwld have been greally affeched.

Heat affects everyong a bit differantly, 5o | expected thal you would have found them apar. One fo stay with the
irfant and dog. the other to try fo press an and get help, Howewer, with the affects on the brain thera 15 no leliing
Fheir decision making process.

| hape this helps.
]

On September 20, 2021, | spoke to [l by phone on line 1 at approximaly 1338
hours. | informed [l that | wished to go through his email responses that | had received
and discuss them in more detail.

| first asked about the family possibly having hyponatremia issues. [JJJiiij stated that
hyponatremia was highly unlikely. The family would have had to consume “gallons of water™ to
thin the sodium, potassium, and electrolytes in their bodies to the point of hyponatremia.
Physical evidence on scene does not support this.

spoke of the "deadly trifecta” meaning the terrain, elevation and temperatures.
He stated that even subjects in great physical condition can get “in trouble” is these type of
circumstances. Subjects in great physical condition can be over confident and get themselves
too far into a bad scenario. stated that maintaining core body temperatures takes more
than great physical cundﬂiu& said that heat stress/hyperthermia can come on very
quickly and catch people by surprise. In higher elevations the suns UV exposure is higher. Not
to mention the fact that the Savage Lundy trail is on a south-southeast facing slope. This
meaning that the ground temperature is greater in those areas due to more direct sun exposure.
A south-southeast facing slope has the highest sun exposure from the moment the sun rises.
I stated that the only way that you can combat UV exposure to the skin is wearing
appropriate clothing for the environment. If you are higher in elevation, it is necessary to keep
your skin covered by light colored clothing. Having your skin covered reduces the UV exposure
therefore reducing the infrared light that heats the skin. This reduces heat transfer onto the skin
that heats blood and other bodily fluids. Meaning, UV light heats the skin and the bodies
“cooling system”. Blood and sweat act as the bodies cooling system. If a person becomes
dehydrated, there is less blood in the body to cool internal argans, including the brain, This
being the reason subjects should wear a covering on their head while hiking. Direct sun
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exposure (UV light) ta the scalp adds to the difficulty of codling thé brgans through blood/sweat.
In addition, dehydration leads to the inability to sweat. Sweating is the most functional way to
cool the body. Keeping this in mind, an adult male needs to consume a minimum of 3.7 liters
(females 2.7 liters) of water per day to simply stay hydrated. The inability to sweat therefore
raises your internal body core temperature to unsafe levels. As the body reaches unsafe
temperatures, it is very difficult to regulate that temperature. Eventually the only way to return
from exertional heat stress is an ice bath to cool the body temperature drastically. Shade, water
and taking a break simply cannot correct the exertional heat stress issue.

Exertional heat stress can affect people differently but once you start entering into heat
slress, you can display signs of being in a "stupor”. You begin to have a difficult time making
small sensible decisions and simple tasks can become difficult. Young children can become
lethargic due to heat exposure faster than that of adults. These affects progress rapidly as heat
builds internally. When the body reaches approximaly 105 degrees, the brain loses its ability to
function leading to unconsciousness. Once a person reaches this internal core temperature and
is not submerged into an ice bath or something that drastically changes the core temperature,
death can come as fast as approximately 30 minutes,

| asked |l after reviewing the details of the incident, if he could give me his
professional opinion in regards to the family and if the family could have succumbed to an
exertional heat stress incident. [JJli] stated he was almost certain that this was in fact the
case. [l continued by saying, he felt “100 percent” and that the event seemed like an
“obvious” case of exertional heat stress. [JJii] said that he felt that the child (not having the
ability to manage heat as well) might have displayed heat related signs first. This could have
caused the family to “push” hard (hike faster/less breaks) to reach the truck leading them into
the exertional heat stress issues listed above. i stated that finding the family slightly
separated was not uncommon. Often times, the youngest, most fit person in a group often
attempts to hike out to get help/rescue for the others who are having issues. | thanked || ]l
for taking the time to present his professional opinion in regards to the matter.

got started in survival training in 2008 and he taught his first course in 2009.
is the owner and lead instructor at [Jiij Survival Schools. ] school provides
real world wilderness/remote area survival and emergency medical training to both the general

public and governmental organizations. The following list are agencies that has
provided professional survival training (including desert survival training for some units) to:

*US Navy EOD & Helicopter Rescue

*USMC Mountain Warfare Training Center

*USAF EOD

*US Department of Defense

*California Department of Justice

“Los Angeles Police Department

"Palm Springs Mounted Shenff's Search & Rescue
*California State Guard
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is a former wildland firefighter and EMT. He served as both a primary crew EMT,
and as a primary fire line EMT on large wildland incidents with over 300 firefighters present. He
has also served as a fire crew squad leader. i has also guided and served as the safety
advisor in the Danakil Desert of Ethiopia (the hotlest inhabited desert on earth, with the highest

average year round temperature on earth).

Having the information gained during this investigation, | felt it necessary to describe
what equipment was available and on John, Ellen and i}

Johnathan was wearing a yellow t-shirt, dark colored athletic shorts, boxer brief
underwear, socks and low-rise tennis shoes. John had a cell phone in the front pocket of his
shorts.

Ellen was wearing a yellow colored tank top/sports bra, high waste black spandex shorts,
underwear, socks and ankle high hiking boots/shoes. Ellen was carrying a "mini educator” dog
trainer controller unit in the front waistband of her spandex shorts. Ellen had a hydration
pack/ack pack on her back. Contained in the pack was a snake bite kit, knife, bug spray, "carry
confidence” first aid kit for bikes and a 85 ounce, 2.5 liter Osprey Hydraulics LT water bladder
that was mainly empty (below tube suction point).

[l vas found strapped into an aluminum framed, well padded “Kid Comfort” backpack
(dark blue and gray). ] was wearing a short-sleeved onesie shorts with a diaper on with pink
shoes. In the pack were extra diapers. An empty sippy cup with what appeared to be the
remnants of a white colored formula. Another empty straw type sippy cup with what appeared to
be a thicker type dried substance on the internal sides of the cup. An empty “Teethers” teething
wafer wrapper.

Recommendations:

Remain active.
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Supplement 30

On 08/27/2021, Sgt. | forwarded an email to me that he had received from || N
regarding this case and knowledge she had of Jonathan being interested in exploring mines.
Below is a copy and paste of the email.

Hedla,

I just kit & vorcemal about tus, bul | have found sama infarmation on Janathan Gernsh’s public AlTrails account

(hitps Awww allirails comimembersionathan-gerish) fo suggest thal he had an interest in exploring old mines.

Gerrish hiked twa routes in April of 2021 to oid mines that are not named or listad on any existing AllTrails route, as
if he ntentionaly wanhed lo wsil them famd in one case, he ook piclures). They were called “Swesiwater Peak and
Mine” and “Comet Mine + Skelffon Creek " Again, neither Sweefwater Mina nor Comet Mine are not known ar
searchable destinations in the hiking community of AlTrails.

After laarming of this, | explored a map of mines on the websile westernminioghisiony com that reveals there were
three mines on the route that the family was believed lo have [aken an the day they perished, Two were direclly on
the trai, whareas one wowld have been a shon hike in from the Iral. They are as follows, with GPS coordinates
provided.

1) Liberty Lode Manganese Properly [ NNEIEG - (= /s just off Hite Cove Road, right before the fork
leading to either Marble Point or Savaga-Lundy

2) Blossom #1 Gold Mine [ o' at Merced River along the trail that winds toward Savage-
Letndy from Marble Podint

3) Devits Gulch Goid Mine |GGG : 50 of Savage-Lundy trail on which family was found

An image showing ail three mines is altached here

I hape this info is helpful to your case, if il is not already known lo you.

Thank you,
|

Controlled Document, Duphcation of Re-issuance Controlied by Law.
Print Date § Time Fibe Mumbsar Page Mumber
11/812021 4:59.00 PM G2100896.530 10f2



MarIPOSA COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE SR g CA0220000
P.0O. Box 278 et l‘“u'l'**-_*l.l' _ Phone (209) 966-3815
Mariposa, CA 95338 vy A rare A4 £7] Fax  (209) 742-5090

S — T

On 08/31/2021, | reviewed Jonathan's public AllTrails account and found numerous postings of
Jonathan's various hikes. It appeared Jonathan had hiked the Hites Mine trail in May of 2017
and posted a photo of the trail fork. | found documentation of hikes Jonathan took within the
Mariposa area. | attached Jonathan's AllTrails account information to this report, along with
images he has uploaded to AllTrials.

Recommendation:

Femain active

Approved by : SGTI Oate : 08/31/2021 12:44 PM
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Supplement 31

On 8/31/2021, | contacted with the FBI. jjjjjjj informed me he reached to FBI
headquarters in Washington, DC. stated their High Tech unit believes they will be able to
extract the data from Jonathan's celiphone. [Jilij stated he already shipped the celiphone to
FBI headquarters and will give me an update once he has one.

Recommendations:

Attach to main.

Approved by : SCTIED=te : 08/31/2021 12:45 PM
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Supplement 32

On 8-20-2021 at approximately 0950 hours Captain and myself began
hiking at the trail head of the Savage Lundy trail with GPS coordinates 37°36.456' N x -
119°50.173 W Elevation 3744. | was using a Garmin Fortrex 401 to capture and log our
investigative hike along with being recorded by AXON body worn camera. See the thumbtack
labeled as trailhead on the attached map from Google Earth outlining the entire route taken
during the investigative hike conduct by Captain il and myself. We hiked the trail down to
the location where all three decedents and their dog were located during the initial death
investigation. On the map labeled as waypoint 3 with GPS coordinates of
I c/cvation 3146 is the location that the female decedent, Ellen, was onginally
located. From there we continued down the trail to the location that the father, Johnathan, the
child JjJili]. and dog, Oski, were located labeled as way point
Elevation 3133. We continued down the trail to the approximate location that a Search and
Rescue (SAR) member located the key fob to the decedent's vehicle on the trail labeled as
waypoint 5 with GPS Coordinates of Elevation 2959, It should
be noted that prior to the hike | was given the original GPS coordinates for the key fob by the
SAR coordinator Sat. || ~t this location we did a thorough search of the area
attempting to locate anything of evidence to determine how or why the key fob was at this
location with negative results. We continued down the trail to the confluence of Schneider Gulch
drainage and Devils Gulch drainage. At this location the trail gets fairly close to the confluence
but there was no definitive trail leading to the water source. This location is labeled as waypoint
6 with GPS coordinates o Elevation 1855. We were able to
continually follow two sets of foot tracks with one set larger than the other set with periodic
tracks consistent with dog tracks from waypoint 5. We continued on the trail going towards the
location that the confluence of the two drainages flow into the South Fork of the Merced River.
At this location labeled as waypoint 7 with GPS Coordinates of
Elevation 1848 the trail goes down to the confluence with easy access to the water source. It
was difficult to locate any noticeable footprints due to multiple animal prints on the trail at this
location. We continued on the trail to waypoint 8 with GPS coordinates of

Elevation 1878. At this location the trail goes across a rock outcropping that had
a 30 to 45 degree angled slope downward with loose dirt that appeared to have been scrapped
off consistent with a foot slip. In the same location a fresh layer of dirt with moss had been
scrapped off of edges of the rock outcropping. There was no other evidence located at this
paint. We continued on the trail that began paralleling the South Fork of the Merced River to
waypoint 8 with GPS Coordinates o Elevation 1836. At this
location the trail was within 10 yards of the South Fork and what appeared to fresh animal trail
going down the bank towards the water source. We were unable to find any tracks other than
the fresh dirt and plant displacement leading down to the water source. It should also be noted
that on 8-24-2021 | escorted Environmental Health back to waypoints ¥ and 9 to get water
samples for further testing. The water source at waypoint 9 came back with high levels of
anatoxin-a. From waypoint 9 we continued downstream paralleling the South Fork to way point
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10 with GPS coordinates _ Eleuatmn 1766 which is one of the
locations that the State Water Board originally took a water sample from the South Fork on 8-

19-2021. We continued from that point to the location that the trail ties back into the Forest
Service road that goes down to the Hites Cove area on the South Fork. We were then
transported back up the roadway to waypoint 11 with GPS coordinates of

I Elcvation 2287 where a pair of pants was located along side of the roadway. The
pants were extremely weathered with appearance of having been there for a long period of time.
The pants were small in size and were determined to be of no evidential value to this
invesligation. From this point we continued back to the point where the decedent’s truck was
originally located and marked on the attached map as truck. We then continued back to the
starting point of the Savage Lundy trailhead.

Approved by Date : 09/01/2021 02:07 PM
Approved by : Date : 08/3072021 07:25 AM
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Supplement 33

On 09/02/2021, | was cc'd in an email from ||| ith the WMD (Weapons of Mass
Destruction) Division of the FBI requesting a time to have a conference call with him and the FEI
Lab unit. At approximately 1300 hours, Assistant Coroner and | conducted a
conference call with [JJJj and numerous members of the FBI's Scientific Response Unit. Lab
personnel questioned if the family were foragers, we advised them that we did not know. The
lab unit stated they were asking that because of the contents of the dog's stomach and the
notation that a "fern like” plant was present. Lab personnel stated they would be interested in
finding out if there is any Hemlock, Nightshade, or Oleander in the area of the hike. | advised
them that there is a large amount of Bear Clover in the area, which does look like fern and could
have been the material. | was advised they were not familiar with Bear Clover and would still like
to know about other plants in the area. They asked if we ever had access to the home and the
food contents. They were advised we did access the home and observed nothing of concern,
and it appeared they ate fairly healthy. We were asked about the mushrooms located and asked
if the subjects were tested for other mushroom toxins, the lab personnel were advised we were
not sure and did not know what other toxins to test for, we were advised amanitin would be one.
The lab asked if we had pictures of the mushrooms located at the home, they were advised we
did, The lab asked | send the pictures to i} so he can forward the images to the lab to identify
the species of the mushrooms. We were advised the FBI would be interested in obtaining the
clathing in this case, as they can conduct testing in an attempt to locate genetic signatures of
toxins that may be present on the clothes that may have no longer been available on, or within,
the bodies of the decedents. We were advised to work with ] on the best way to get the
clothing to the FBI lab.

At approximately 1408 hours, | emailed JJJjJjj the one image taken of the mushrooms during
service of the search warrant. [JJJJj asked if | could obtain closer photos for them to be able to
identify the mushroom species. At approximately 1527 hours, | responded to the evidence room
where Evidence Technician [l provided me with the mushrooms. | opened the paper bag
and removed the clear bag of mushrooms and took three (3) close-up photographs of the
mushrooms. | resealed the bag and provided the mushrooms back to Evidence Technician
I | ater emailed the photographs to [Jl] and uploaded the images to evidence.com.

At approximately 1409 hours, | received an email from of the California State
Water Board with information for the lab to test the Gerrish/Chung household water. | was
advised to contact at BSK Labs at || [ ] NG - - =rcroximately 1421
hours, | contacted from the Sheriff's Office line 1. | briefly explained that | was conducting
a death investigation and would like to have water tested for bacteria and toxins. | provided a
brief explanation of the camelback water and the results of the test we received with the water

having a large number of motile bacteria. stated they would subcontract that work out and
suggested | contact the labs directly. provided me with the number for IEH Labs in Fresno
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I -rc EvFL Lab I suggested | try IEH labs

first.

At approximately 1426 hours, | contacted IEH Labs via telephone from the Sheriff's Office line 1.
| spoke to [ilij and provided a brief explanation as to what | was looking to obtain from their
lab. ] stated she would have the lab director call me and requested my contact information.
Recommendation:

Remain active

Approved by : SGTCate : 09/07/2021 11:58 AM
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Supplement 34

On 08/26/2021, | received additional test results for water samples taken at the confluence of
Snyder/Devil's Ck (Sample |D — 51) and the confluence of DevillSnyder 3. fork (Sample |1D 32).
The microscopy results are as follows:

Sample 51 - This sample contained a moderate amount of Microcoleus sp; no other
cyanobacteria were observed.

Sample 52 - This sample contained a moderately high amount of both Microcoleus sp. and
Anabaena sp. and a moderate amount of Nostoc sp.

On 08/27/2021, | received an additional report for further testing of the above-mentioned
samples. Per the email received with this report, the anatoxin-a level concentration after dilution
was 42,49 ugfl ATX,

| attached the test results to this report.

Recommendation:

Femain active

Approved by : SGTIDate : 09/07/2021 11:57 AM
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Supplement 35

On 09/02/2021, | received an email containing the CVT results for Jonathan and Ellen, which
are as follows:

Jonathan -

Blood Ethyl Alcohol - .06 grams%

Psilocin (metabolite of Psilocybin) by LCMS-TOF = Negative
Mo common acidic, neutral, or basic drugs detected.

Ellen —

Blood Ethyl Alcohol - .03 grams®

Pszilocin (metabolite of Psilocybin) by LCMS-TOF = Negative
No common acidic, neutral, or basic drugs detected.

After speaking with Assistant Coroner , it was determined the blood alcohol content is
consistent with decompaosition. | attached the results to this report.

Recommendation:

Remain active

Approved by : SGTIO=te - 09/07/2021 11:57 AM
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Supplement 36

On 08/03/2021, | received an email containing additional preliminary results regarding K9 Oski.
Additions to the report stated no toxic compounds were detected in the stomach content or liver;
however, anatoxin-a testing on the stomach contents is still pending. | attached the report to this
case.

Recommendation:
Remain active

Approved by : SGTIlD=te : 09/07/2021 11:57 AM
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Supplement 37

On 9/7/2021, | received an email from T-Mobile containing documents requested with search

warran{l]l A1l documents were forward to Detective || N

Recommendations:

Attach to main

Approved by : SCTHED=te © 09/08/2021 03:40 PM
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Supplement 38

On 09/07/2021 at approximately 1512 hours, | spoke to | on line 1. [l is a local resident
and an experienced hiker who is familiar with the Hites Cove and Savage Lundy trails. | advised
[l that | had a question about plants in the area and asked if he would have knowledge of
some of the plant life in the trail areas. ] stated he would. | asked [} if he knew if there was
Hemlock in the area, [} stated there is not. | asked if there is Oleander in the area, ] stated
some people plant Oleander but there isn't any on the trails and it is bead for the deer. | asked
[l if he knows of any Nightshade in the area, JJJj] stated he was not sure about the Nightshade,
but he has a botanist friend who is familiar with the area that he can reach out to and ask.[JJj
stated he doesn't think there is any but will call me back when he has an answer.

At approximately 1527 hours, [} called back and stated he was able to consult with a botanist
he knows that also hikes the area. . stated he was advised that it is rare; however, Black
Nightshade has been seen in the area.

| forwarded the above info to | B at the FBI to provide to their lab unit.

At approximately 1535 hours, ] emailed me and asked if the Hemlock | referenced was
Water Hemlock, or tree Hemlock. | advised him | was unaware of the different types of Hemlock
but will attempt to get an answer as to water hemlock being in the area.

On 09/08/2021 at approximately 1356 hours, | attempted to contact JJjj via telephone. | left a
voicemail requesting a return call.

On 09/09/2021, | found ] had left me a voicemail. [ stated he looked on the California Native
Plant Society webpage, hitps //www calscape org, and found Western Water Hemlock and
Poisonous Hemlock may be present in the area. | visited the website and observed reference
that Western Water Hemlock has been observed in the El Portal and Yosemite Valley area. |
was able to search plants found in specific areas by clicking the map located on the website. |
selected the Jerseydale area and Devil's Gulch where the family was located. | observed there
to be Purple Nightshade and Blue Witch Nightshade on the lists of plants in the Jerseydale and
Devil's Guich areas. | relayed the information to .

Recommendation:

Remain Active
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On 09/08/2021, | received an email containing the final pathology report for Jonathan's Liver
sample that was sent to CDC. The CDC report states that due to autolysis, opfimal evaluation
was precluded. The report states the finding do not point to an infectious etiology, but toxic
hepatocellular injury cannot be ruled out. The report stated overt hepatocellular necrosis
typically seen in microcystin toxicity in other species was not seen. | attached the document to

this report, the document password iGN

Recommendation:
Remain active

Approved by : SGTICate : 08/09/2021 01:26 PM
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On 09/08/2021, | received an email containing the CVT results for [ NG

| attached the resulls to this report.
Recommendation:

Remain active

Approved by : SGTICate : 09/09/2021 01:26 PM

Tontrolled Document, Duplication of Re-issuance Controlled by Law
Pt Date | Time Fils Mumbsar Paga Mumbar

1182021 4:58:00 PM G2100886.540 1ef1



MarIPOSA COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE __'__;,_-'_ v NOLC CA0220000
P.0. Box 276 R RS | Phone (209) 966-3615
Mariposa, CA 95338 " = i w12 512! Fax  (209) 742-5090
Case Number Pate. - Deputy
MG2100896 0908121 I

Supplement 41

On 09/08/2021, I vith the FEI contacted me and stated they needed an official
request for assistance document from us to continue their assistance. | completed the request
on our department letterhead, which was provided to Sergeant [JJjili] for review and
signature. Once signed, | emailed the request to il

Recommendation:
Remain active

Approved by : SGTICate : 09/09/2021 01:27 PM
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Supplement 42
On 09/08/2021, il with IEH contacted me back regarding the lab request [l stated they

only do Coliform and E. Coli testing and suggested | contact [l of JLA Lab in Modesto. |
contacted [ iy who stated they do not do the requested bacteria testing at his lab and
suggested | contact the owner of IEH to see if the lab in Washington can do the requested

testing. provided me with the name of || || | SIS it the phone number of [l

| spoke to Sergeant il regarding the information, and it was decided that we would forego
the well water testing at this time, as the well water at the Gerrish-Chung household had been
recently tested and the results were sent to this office. Those results were attached t this report.

Recommendation:

Remain active

Approved by : SGTIC=te : 09/09/2021 01:28 PM
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On 9/10/2021, a request for Addendum and time Extension for search warrant [ was
presented to Honorable Judg due to the FBI (Federal Bureau of Investigations)
requests (Employees of the FBI be authorized to assist any Peace Officer in the execution of
search warrant [Jilij. Honorable Judg<jjjiifreviewed and granted the Addendum and
Extension,

Recommendations:

Attach to main.

Approved by : SGTO=te : 09/13/2021 06:47 AM
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Supplement 44

On September 13, 2021, | received property numbers 03,04,05,06,07,18,19 and 20 from
evidence, | transported these items to Merced and met with FBI Agent || ] . | =~changed
custody of aforementioned evidence items and completed a property release/ira nsfer form from
our office. | scanned and attached the form to this report.

Recommendations:

None/Remain active

Approved by : SGTEDate © 09/14/2021 07:08 AM
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On September 21, 2021, | made contact with | R - fo' the
purpose of returning the Ford truck and its key fob. The Sheriff's Office stored the truck at the
outside evidence yard for the family after the execution of the search warrant that provided no
evidentiary results. At 1330, | met ] at the Sheriff's Office and led her to the evidence
yard where | turned over the truck (property #22) and key fob (property #23) to her.

Recommendations:

Eemain the same.

Approved by : SGTCate ¢ 09/21/2021 03:.01 PM
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Supplement 46

On 09/07/2021, | received an email from Detective [JJij containing the T-Mobil results from
Jonathan Gerrish’s cell phone data. | reviewed the data, which was in UTC time, and located
numerous text messages showing they were sent from Jonathan's phone after the time the
family went missing. | provided the records to Detective |} to assist with contacting the
subjects showing to have received messages after the time the Gerrish-Chung family went
missing. | was present when Detective [JJJJili] contacted [N - Eoth

I stated those were actually the last time they had sent messages to Jonathan and it
appeared the information from T-Mobil had the senderfreceiver information reversed. Based
upon that information, no further relevant information was gleaned from the T-Mobil results.

| attached the T-Mobil results to this report.
Recommendation:
Remain Active

Approved by : SGTHIEC=t= : 09/27/2021 09:01 AM

Conirolled Document, Duplication of Re-issuance Controlled by Law.
Prink Datbe J Tiresa Filig Mumbes Page Murriter
11192021 5:00:00 PM G2100856.546 1of1



MariPosA COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE e CAN220000

P.0. Box 276 ecenen MO0 AMALLL  phone (209) 966-3615
Mariposa, CA 95338 e YAAL e V7 A2424] Fax  (208) 742-5090
- —— — S T
! - L GOLIMTY EAlFF 3 .. r?
Case Number Date Deputy
MG2100895 oar2221 [
Supplement 47

On 08/21/21 items #22 truck and #23 key fob were released to [

from the Evidence yard.

Approved by : SGTICate : 09/27/2021 08:01 AM
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Supplement 48

On 9/217/2021, | received the FBI report from regarding his attempts to unlock
Jonathan's cell phone (Google Pixel 4). Below is a synopsis of that report. Please refer to the
attached report for full details.

On 8/24/2021, TFO [l took possession of the Google Pixel 4 cell phone for forensic
examination.

On 8/25/2021, TFO i} took the Google Pixel 4 for to Fresno HIS (Fresno ICAC) and with
the help of staff attempted to unlock the cell phone using Cellebrite Premium. ? and
members of the ICAC team tried three (3) times and were unsuccessful. TFO brought
the cell phone back to Fresno FBI Headquarters for storage and next course of action. TFO
turned the cell phone out of airplane mode to see if any un-sent text would be sent out by
the device which no message were generated. TFO [l powered off the device and returned
it to an evidence locker, where it was held until it was turned over to SA ||l (FE!
headquarters in Washington, DC) on a later date.

TFO Il 'astly stated he heard about the cell phone was “They were working on it and
making progress”

Recommendations:

Attach to main.
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Supplement 49

On October 14, 2021, | received a copy of the final report for K8 Oski. The report was
attached to this report for review.

Recommendations:

None
Approved by : SGTIECate - 10/14/2021 03:14 PM

Controlled Document, Dupkcahion of Re-issuance Controlied by Law.
Pranl Dato ! Tima File Numnbar Fagn Mumber
11872021 5:00:00 PR G2100896.549 fof1



MaRIPOSA COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE

= = ; N e T | CAL220000
P.0. Box 276 e AERNS. -'_‘_"—l  Phone (209) 966-3615
Mariposa, CA 95338 I e e | AL Y| Fax  (208) 742-5080
T i T
Case Number Date ) Deputy
MG2100898 10/19/21 ]

Supplement 50

| received a copy of the final Stanislaus County Coroner's report for Jonathan, Ellen and
I The final findings from Doctor [l are as follows:

Jonathan Gerrish: Cause of death, Hyperthermia and probable dehydration. Due 1o,

Environmental exposure (N

Ellen Chung: Cause of death, Hyperthermia and probable dehydration. Due to, Environmental

exposure ()

F

| scanned and attached the final reports to this case for review.

| also received a copy of DOJ Field Investigative Report, | NG s report
was scanned and attached to this case for review.,

Recommendations:

Obtain items from FBI, return items as necessary and then close case.
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